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On Jan. 21, the Chilean Senate voted 25 to 20 with one abstention to impeach Hernan Cereceda
Bravo president of the Third Chamber of the Supreme Court for dereliction of duties. Supreme
Court justices Lionel Beraud and German Valenzuela, and Army auditor general Fernando Torres
Silva, were absolved of the same charge. The four were charged with dereliction of duties for having
transferred the human rights case involving the disappearance and murder of Alfonso Chanfreau
to military courts. In 48 previous human rights cases, transfer to the military courts amounted to
a tacit assurance that the perpetrators would go unpunished (for previous coverage see NotiSur
01/05/93.) Although the impeachment initiative was passed in a 66 to 39 vote (with one abstention)
in the Camber of Deputies, it had been expected that the conservative majority in the Senate would
assure defeat of the measure. However, National Renovation (Renovacion Nacional, RN) senators
Sebastian Pinera, Hugo Ortiz de Filippi and Ignacio Perez Walker crossed party lines and voted
for Cereceda's removal. According to the constitution, Cereceda who also served as a member
of the Constitutional Tribunal is now prohibited for a period of five years from occupying any
public office, appointed or elected. Following the vote, victims of human rights abuses committed
during the military regime sang the national anthem from the Senate balcony. On Jan. 22, RN party
president Andres Allamand strongly criticized the three dissident senators who voted with the pro-
government minority. "If individualistic conduct prevails over the best interests of the party, the
viability of RN's political future is threatened," he said. He added that if some party members don't
wish to function as a team "it is evident that it would be better for them to leave the RN and allow
those of us who want to work to do so." [Sources: Spanish news service EFE, 01/12/93; Notimex,
01/20/93; Reuter, Chinese news service Xinhua, La Nacion (Chile), 01/21/93; La Epoca (Chile),
01/15/93, 01/22/93; El Mercurio (Chile), 01/15/93, 01/21/93, 01/22/93]
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